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1. MOST OF OUR COMMISSION AND PERMREP SOURCES BELIEVE THAT 
THE EC COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTER WILL FORMALLY ADOPT 
A MINIMUM IMPORT PRICE SYSTEM FOR PROCESSED FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES AT ITS NEXT MEETING OF APRIL 28-29. THE SPECIAL 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE (SAC) PRESENTLY IS CONTINUING ITS 
REVIEW OF THE LATEST COMMISSION PROPOSAL (REF A) IN PREPARA- 
TION FOR THE APRIL COUNCIL. (THE QUESTION OF THE ACTUAL PRICES 
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NATIONAL DIFFERENCES REMAIN ON MANY ISSUES, INCLUDING THE LIST 
OF PRODUCTS COVERED AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH MEMBER STATES WILL 
BE ALLOWED EXCEPTIONS. A FULL COMPROMISE IS NOT EXPECTED TO 
BE WORKED OUT AT THE SAC LEVEL; HOWEVER, 

OUR SOURCES BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A STRONG CHANCE THAT THE 
COUNCIL CAN REACH AGREEMENT ON THE MATTER, PARTIALLY BECAUSE 
OF THE EC DESIRE TO MAKE PROGRESS ON THE MEDITERRANEAN PREFER- 
ENTIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE PROBABILITY THAT THE EC COUNCIL WILL 
ESTABLISH AN MIP SYSTEM, MISSION RECOMMENDS THAT HIGH-LEVEL 
APPROACHES BE MADE TO THE COMMISSION AND THE NINE GOVERNMENTS 
RECALLING EARLIER USG DEMARCHES (REFS B AND C) AND POSITIONS, 
INCLUDING PROTECTION OF OUR RIGHTS UNDER THE GATT. TO 
MAXIMIZE EFFECTIVENESS, WE RECOMMEND THAT SUCH A US APPROACH 
BE MADE WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE APRIL 28-29 DATE.GREENWALD 
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